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SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

9:00 AM
9:00 AM

9:30 AM
10:45 AM

Chapel Choir

Sunday school with Jr. &
Cherub Choirs during Sunday
school.

Confirmation and Adult Class
Worship with Holy Communion.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13

9:00 AM
9:00 AM

9:30 AM

Chapel Choir

Sunday school with Jr. &
Cherub Choirs during Sunday
school.

Confirmation and Adult Class



10:45 AM  Worship with The Mouse’s Tale presented by

our Sunday school children and special music
by our Chancel & Adult Handbell Choirs.
Joyful Noise offering will be received and
added to Bethany Children’s Home donations
that have already been received.

SUNDAY, December 20

9:00 AM
9:00 AM

9:30 AM

Chapel Choir

Sunday school with Jr. &
Cherub Choirs during Sunday
school.

Confirmation and Adult Class

10:45 AM  Worship with all our choirs

presenting special music.
Christmas Fund Special Mission Offering will
be received.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27

9:00 AM NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:45 AM  Worship with Lessons and Carols.
Pastor Janice will be on vacation

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24

8:00 PM — Pre-service music

8:30 PM - Candlelight worship with
special music from our
Chancel Choir, Bell Choir
and Instrumental Ensemble.




Dear Friends,

The Thanksgiving season just behind us and the
Advent and Christmas seasons surrounding us would have
us focus on our need to be thankful for what we have and, at
the same time, they call us to be generous in sharing our
abundance with so many others, both locally and around the
world.

Over and over again experience teaches that when
we dwell on our own needs and hardships, we often become
self-centered, even embittered, about life and our own
circum-stances. That is why we need to reach out beyond
ourselves where we discover that our situation is not nearly
as desperate as that of most of the rest of the world.

Helping others is not only the Christian thing to do. Itis a
need that must be met if we are to be whole human beings.
The Harvest Home food offering and the special UCC
Christmas Fund Mission Offering to be received on
December 20 (see separate article) are but two of the ways
we respond to this in our life here at Bethany.

From time-to-time, our Sunday service leaflets have
included an insert telling a story about the work of Global
Ministries, one of our UCC agencies which is a direct
descendant from the first American Christian foreign mission
agency, the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions (ABCFM), founded 200 years ago by one of our
parent denominations, the Congregational Church.

Today | received in the mail a new calendar from
Global Ministries. As | looked at the pictures for each month,
| was again reminded of so many needs around the world
and the work that our Church does on our behalf, supported
by our mission giving.

The January 2010 picture shows fishermen in India
where the first five ABCFM missionaries went in 1812. More
recently, our OCWM (Our Churches Wider Mission) offerings
have given relief to tsunami victims, including providing new



fishing boats for people in southern India whose livelihood
had been lost to the tsunami.

Look for future stories of the work of the UCC Global
Ministries, both in service leaflets and in the Beeline. And
look for the calendar on the Youth Bulletin Board in the
narthex featuring a different global ministry each month.

May God inspire you to give thankfully to the special
Christmas Offering and to other mission offerings as they
come during the following year.

Blessings,
Pastor Janice

When writing this article, please remember we are in
November and we have to turn our thinking to Christmas.
The weather outside today is sunny and around 60 degrees
and it's hard to believe that Christmas is only 6 weeks away.

The Christian Education staff have been working with the
children preparing them for the holiday season and we all
look forward to sharing with everyone at Bethany our
Christmas program on December 13" at the 10:45 AM
worship service.

Every child in our Sunday school will have the opportunity
to participate in our program. If you want to be involved and
enjoy the love and fun of preparing for the Christ child, join
us every Sunday at 9 AM for Sunday school.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, continued

After church on December 13", we will have a covered
dish dinner and our annual Birthday Party for Jesus. Please
feel free to come and celebrate the birth of Jesus.

In December the children have once again been invited to
the Lieberman’s for a Christmas Party. Everyone was so
well behaved the last time that we are invited back. We will
have fun and games but this time we will get a little more
serious and talk about Christmas and what it means to us all.
Please bring a snack to share.

There will be no Sunday school on December 27", the
Sunday between Christmas and New Year. We will resume
on January 3", 2010.

Peace
Darlene Yocum, Director of Christian Education

The youth group made small tokens
of appreciation for our Veterans that
were handed out at the Veterans
Dinner. Also, a few of the children
went along to the Halloween parade
and watched our Bethany people
parade with the different schools and
groups.

We are all invited to the

Liebaerman’s for a Christmas Party. We will resume regular
meetings in January, 2010.

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY
We are in need of book shelves before we can go any
further. If anyone has anything that we might be able to use,
please call me after 5 PM any day. Thanks

Darlene Yocum, DCE
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The children, youth, and adults in
Bethany’s Music Ministry have prepared
anthems for worship during the Advent
and Christmas seasons. It is our hope
that the music offered at these services
will be a blessing to you as we anticipate

and then celebrate the birth of God’s son.

The rehearsal and anthem schedule for the month of
DECEMBER 20009 is as follows...

Rehearsal schedule:
Wed. Dec. 2,9,16,23 — Chancel Choir, 7:30 PM
Thurs. Dec. 3,10,17 — Adult Handbell Choir, 6:30 PM
Sun. Dec. 6, 13, 20 — Cherub & Junior Choirs during
Sunday school
Sun. Dec. 6, 13 — Chapel Choir




Rehearsal schedule, contnued

Sun. Dec. 20 — Bethany’s Orchestra, 9 AM
There will be no Cherub, Junior or Chapel Choir
rehearsals on Sunday, Dec. 27". In addition, there is no
Chancel Choir rehearsal on Wednesday, Dec. 30" and no
Adult Handbell Choir rehearsal on Thursday, Dec. 31%',

Anthem schedule:
Chancel Choir — Dec. 6, 13, 20, 24, 27
Adult handabell Choir — Dec. 13 & 24
Cherub, Junior, Chapel Choir & Orchestra — Dec. 20

The Christmas Eve prelude music will begin at 8 PM
with worship following at 8:30 PM. The Chancel Choir,
Adult Handabell Choir and Instrumental Ensemble will be
participating.

On Wednesday, January 6™, 2010, the After-Christmas
Party for the Chancel and Adult Handbell Choirs will be
held at the Palace Restaurant. The evening begins at
5:30 PM with cocktails and fellowship, followed by a buffet
dinner beginning at 6 PM. Remember to bring a $2.00
exchange gift. A sign-up sheet and party details can be
found on the blackboard in the music room.

The rehearsal and anthem schedule for the month of
JANUARY 2010 is as follows....

Rehearsal Schedule
Wed. Jan. 13, 20, 27 — Chancel Choir, 7:30 PM
Thurs. Jan. 14, 21, 28 — Adult Handbell Choir, 6:30 PM
Sun. Jan. 3, 10, 17, 31 — Chapel Choir, 9 AM
Sun. Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 — Cherub & Junior Choirs
during Sunday school
Sun. Jan. 24 0 Bethany’s Orchestra, 9 AM

Anthem Schedule
The Chancel Choir will sing every Sunday in January
The Orchestra will play at worship on Sunday, Jan. 24.
All other anthem TBA.
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MUSIC MINISTRY, continued

Please remember that if Sunday school is cancelled due
to bad weather, the Chapel, Junior and Cherub Choirs
and Orchestra will also be cancelled. The Chancel and
Adult Handabell Choir members will be personally
contacted when rehearsals need to be cancelled. As
always, thank you for your support of Bethany’s Music
Ministry.

Happy Holidays to All,

Susan Denninger Wright

COFFEE HOUR VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
We would like to continue our coffee hours every
third Sunday of the month, but we need volunteers.
If you are willing to host a coffee hour one month,
please call Jan Smith or the church office.



CALLING ALL YOUTH!

We had a lovely time at St. Thomas Macada Road for the

kick off picnic of the year for the Beth-Al-Bath Youth Group.
Thanks to Debra Hess for hosting us:

)/Oltl)ll Manhunt in the cemetery ROCKS!
= Our next event will be "After-Christmas
¥ Caroling" at Moravian Village in
Bethlehem. We are planning a "Posada
Procession” type of event through the
halls of the nursing wing and then a simple Epiphany Party
in the lobby at Moravian Village Atrium. Here are the specs:

Where: Moravian Village - meet at central Atrium

When: Sunday January 3, 2010 from 2 - 4 p.m.

What: Christmas Caroling - books will be
provided - need from you only willingness
to participate - great voices not required.

Who: Youth from all Bethlehem, Allentown, Bath LeT s G o
UCC churches in grades 6 - 12 plus CAROLING
chaperones (please send at least one chaperone for
each 7 youth)

We will provide snacks and the party for those in
attendance. Looking forward to seeing lots of you there!!
No alternate date in case of weather issues. If the
weather is uncertain, please call me or check your email
before 8 a.m. when we will make the call to go or cancel.

Any questions? Let me know!

Lori Esslinger
PastorLori@esslinger.us
home 610-798-9500

cell 610-393-3522



COMBINED CONFIRMATION CLASSES

Confirmation Program
2009/1010 Schedule

Date
Dec. 2 (Wed.), 7 PM — Brith Sholom Synagogue, 1190 W.
Macada Rd. — Tour & Class with Rabbi

Jan. 3 — 2-4 PM — Caroling with Youth Group at Moravian
Village

Feb. 13 (Saturday), 7:30 AM-5:30 PM — PNEC Bus Trip
from Allentown to Bethany Children’s Home/LTS

March 13 (Saturday), Whitehall Islamic Center — Tour &
Class. Time TBA

April — Hindu Temple Society, Airport Rd., Allentown — Tour
& Class. Date & Time TBA

May 23 — Pentecost — Confirmation in Home Church

The above schedule can also be found on the bulletin
board in the Narthex.

NOTE: Updated information will be provided for all events
as it becomes available. GOAL: By Fall 2010 - Totally
Combined Confirmation Class.
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Peggy Andrews

Barbara Backensto
Joanne Bauder
Virginia Bender

Kyle Brunell

Laura Christman
Kay Colley

Lillian Connors

Ina Denninger

Joe Diehl

Darlene Frankenfield
Robert Frankenfield
Allen Gow

Betty Greene
Debbie Gruver

Rose Hader’s family
Tom Hartzell

Bruce & Allison Hay
Walter Heft
Gertrude Helm
Harriett Hoffert
Nancy John
Rebecca Kesselring
Charlene Knappenberger
Anna Mae Korpics
Carol Kreitz

Elaine Kresh

Jenni & Scott Kressler
Jean LaDuca

%  Please pray for the Pastor, Bethany,
O Search Committee, our shut-ins and the
following:

Lake Family
Jennifer & Ben Leedom
Travis Leidich
Helen Leming
Joyce MacBeth
Cynthia Stanley Miller
Ken Paulus

Eric Pinter

Jim Propst
Adam Renecke
Eileen Roberson
David Roberts
Kathy Shermetta
Muriel Smalley
Wayne Smalley
Charles Snyder
Karin Sparling
John Sparling
Mark Staples
Bob St. Hilaire
Steve Tarasuk
Willetta Thatcher
Jean Thrash
Victoria Thrash
Arline Warner
Maria Williams
Brian Yocum

And all others for whom
prayers have been asked.



KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS, continued

NOTE: Because of the privacy to individuals, please be sure
you have their permission before submitting their names for
the prayer list. If you have any questions concerning this
prayer list, or you have a name to be removed, please call
Debbie Brown at 484-358-3735.

ATTENTION: We are in need of more
Sunday greeters. If you are willing to greet
one Sunday, please call the church office.
Thank you.  Cindy

MARY CIRCLE

The Mary Circle is a group of women who get
together to study the Bible or a book on the
third Wednesday of each month (Dec.16 &
Jan. 20) at 10 AM. They will meet in the
church Fellowship Hall. The book the group
will be discussing is “Growing Older and Wiser.” Everyone
is invited. Contact Margaret Ruhe if you have any questions.
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PASTORAL

SEARCH COMMITTEE

You may have noticed that another "check" was added to
the Search Committee® display in the Narthex. Your Search
Committee is well into the "Search” phase of finding a new
Pastor for Bethany. Many Ministerial Resumes have been
received to-date and reviewed by the Committee. The
Committee also directed sending Bethany® Profile to a few
select candidates thought to fit our congregation®
expectations and desires.

After reviewing our Profile, the candidates will tell us if
they wish to continue the process. This process can not be
rushed; however, | assure you that your Committee has
been very diligent and conscientious in seeking out the best
available candidate. New resumes continue to be received
almost weekly. So, please continue to be patient. We will
keep you informed of any significant progress.

Please contact me if you ever have any questions on the
process or our progress.

Sincerely,

Glenn M. Taggart, Chairman
Bethany® Search Committee
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BULLETIN & FLOWER CHART

The new Bulletin and Flower charts for
2010 are posted on the bulletin board by the
main entrance (double glass doors). Just
sign your name on any available date. The
cost for Bulletins is $15.00 and the flowers are $35. We
get our flowers from “A Glorious Touch”, so if you want
something special, you will need to call the florist. Her
name is Mary and her phone number is 610-393-6221

Procedure for Altar Flowers

We are so grateful that many of you purchase Altar
Flowers each Sunday. They really beautify the Altar. Here
are some guidelines for you to follow.

If you know that you will not be in church on the
Sunday you donate the flowers, please call the altar guild
member for that month or Jan Smith 610-419-3473 and let
them know what you want done with the flowers.

You can take the flowers home with you or give them
to a friend. You could ask the pastor if there is someone in
the hospital or at home sick. It will be your responsibility to
deliver them. Thank you.

TIME TO PARTY!

On Dec. 12", Bethany will have a
Tastefully Simple Party in Fellowship Hall.
There will be a light lunch starting at 11:30
AM with the food demonstration following. It
will be necessary to pay for your order on the
same day. Your order will be guaranteed to
be delivered in time for Christmas giving. A
sign up sheet has been posted on the

bulletin board. Mark your calendars!
14



GET YOUR
PEANUTS, CASHEWS AND ALMONDS HERE!

Below are the nut preparation dates and
order dates for the winter and 2010.

Mark your calendars! These nuts are so

good you don’t want to miss an order date.

Call Gale Paulus at 610-865-1548 or Anna

Mae Korpics at 610-866-2064. Everyone is

invited to help on nut preparations days. It's

a time of fun and fellowship. Lunch is
served on Peanut preparation Mondays.

Orders dates Peanut Preparation Day
Nov. 29 & 30 Dec.5&7
Dec. 27 & 28 Jan.2 &4
Jan. 31 & Feb. 1 Feb.6 &8
Feb. 28 & Mar. 1 Mar. 6 & 8
Mar. 28 & 29 Apr.3&5
May 2 & 3 May 8 & 10
June 6 & 7 June 12 & 14
Aug. 29 & 30 Sept. 11 & 13
Oct. 3& 4 Oct.9& 11
Oct. 31 & Nov. 1 Nov. 6 & 8
Nov. 28 & 29 Dec.4 &6

Peanuts are $2 a bag, Cashews & Almonds are $4 a bag
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B UP[ The Bethlehem Inter-Church Dart
]-[ Baseball League is in its 79™ season.
= Anyone interested in joining the fun and
fellowship should call Captain Bob
]An BA]..].. Ackerman at 610-797-7842. Bethany’'s
T December/January schedule is as

follows:

Dec. 7 — Bethany at Trinity UCC
Dec. 14 — Sacred Heart RC at Bethany

Jan. 4 — Bye

Jan. 11 — Fritz-Wesleyan at Bethany

Jan. 18 — Bethany at Holy Trinity Lutheran
Jan. 25 — Christ UCC at Bethany

All matches start at 7:30 PM unless stated otherwise.

CHURCH CANCELLATIONS

If Sunday school and/or worship are
cancelled due to weather conditions,
announcements will be made over
radio stations WAEB — 790 AM & B104
FM and WEMZ-TV (69 news). If
Sunday school is cancelled due to
inclement weather, the Cherub, Jr. &
Chapel choirs and Orchestra will not
rehearse that day
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DID YOU PURCHASE YOUR SCRIP CARDS THIS
WEEK?
The Scrip program is an easy and great
way for you to provide funds for Bethany.
It's like a gift certificate that pays for your
purchases and the store gives Bethany a
bonus.
These cards can be purchased for many things:
Gas cards, Giant cards for groceries, Walgreens and CVS
for your drug store items, Lowes, Home Depot, Sears for all
your home improvement items or appliances, restaurants
and Christmas shopping (Use them to purchase a gift or as
the gift itself.). These cards can be purchased with cash or
a check (see note below) on a Sunday morning. If Sharon
doesn’t have them in stock, she can get them for you.

Note: The bank holds all checks for 3 days to clear. This
is now making it difficult to get our orders delivered in one
week’s time. (There is no delivery on Saturday.) It would
be helpful if you could pay for your cards with cash. If you
cannot, your order will have to be placed with the following
weeks order to eliminate overdraft charges. Sorry for this
inconvenience.

Give the cards atry. It just takes a little planning ahead.

We have “Children’s Time”
during the church worship
service, on a regular basis.

If you can give a few
minutes of your time to share
with the children one Sunday,
please call Darlene Yocum or
the church office. Thank you.
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ATTENTION COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND

GROUPS
Your annual reports for 2009 are due
December 31.

CHRISTMAS PROJECT N[errg (hristmas!
In place of Operation Christmas Child, it 8 8 _
has been decided to keep it local this year and
collect gift cards or money to purchase gift
cards through our scrip card program for the
Bethany Children’s Home. You can place an
envelope marked Bethany Children’s Home gift card
program in any amount each week until Christmas and then |
will send them gift cards on the children’s list, or if you like
you can purchase a gift card from me and tell me it is for
Bethany Children’s home and | will send them all together
prior to their Christmas Party. Also, our December Joyful
Noise will be received Dec. 13 instead of the 20", and
monies received will either buy gift cards or given as cash for
gift purchases for the children at their Christmas Party.
Dec. 13 is the deadline for all donations. Thank You.
Sharon Haines

sl L

DEADLINE FOR THE
FEBRUARY BEELINE IS
JANUARY 10, 2010.
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A memorial to the Sustaining Fund was
received in memory of Gordon Achey from
Calvin & Audrey Frey.

A memorial was received in memory of
Lorraine Groman, Rose Hader and Jake
Scheirer from Willie Thatcher.

Memorials for the Music Memorial Fund were received in
memory of DaMaris Stanley from Asa & Peggy Hughes,
Maurine Miller, Louise & Charles Snyder, Mrs. Carole Boyer,
the Cardiology Staff of Washington Regional Medical Center
and Leadership Lehigh Valley.

A memorial was received in memory of Rose Hader from
Jeanne McAnanly.

Secure the Future memorials were received in memory of
Gordon Achey & DaMaris Stanley from Bill & Bev Rumble.

JANUARY - OCTOBER

Budgeted Income for Period: $152,580.00
Actual Income for Period: $145,275.83
Expenses: $143,388.26
Budgeted Income vs. Actual Income ($7,304.17)
Actual income vs. Expenses ($1,887.56)

Tom Hoffert, Treasurer

21



THANKS!

. THINES! T’Hlﬂv THANES! THANm, Halloween and Bethany's

Community Outreach
THWKS NM 'H%Ks TWKS'
\m [Nw Thanks to all of you who
\N\‘-&\\—\_ N rmm contributed candy for

- mq:(fgg:(svx N‘(\S‘ THANKS' Halloween.

* Thangs, Our Bee Keeper (Helena L)
and Bethany Bee (Donna T) report that over 1,000 ghosts,
goblins and assorted characters came to our front door for
Trick or Treat. Your kind contributions were gratefully

appreciated by all.

Our thanks to the Brunner family for their donation toward
Bethany’s masonry work.

$105 was received during our October Joyful Noise offering.
A check was sent to the Christian Appalachian Project.
Thank you for your donations.

KITCHEN CARE

JUST A REMINDER! Please be sure to remove ALL
food, condiments and beverages at the end of your event.
Please also be sure to leave the kitchen and Fellowship Hall
clean and ready for the next event.

To help insure that the kitchen and Fellowship Hall are
kept in good order for all our members and friends, a new
procedure is now in place: ALL committees and individuals

(who do not otherwise fill out a contract and
who schedule events that use the kitchen) will
be expected to fill out a form available in the
church office. The calendar fills up quickly, so
remember to contact the office promptly with
your request.

Thanks for your understanding and

cooperation.
The kitchen committee, Gail, Betty, Jan
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CHRISTMAS FUND

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of
the Cross and the Emergency Fund, one of
four Special Mission Offerings of the
United Church of Christ (UCC), is an
important way of sharing our joy at God’s
renewing and life-giving grace. The
Offering, which is administered by the

United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance of the
Pension Boards on behalf of the UCC, is an expression of
joy and gratitude to, and for, those who serve the church.

Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and
health premium supplementation to low-income retirees,
emergency assistance to the families of clergy and lay
employees and Christmas Gift Checks to hundreds of
annuitants. This is your opportunity to participate in God’s
promise of renewal by enabling this ministry of compassion
and care. Please give generously to the annual appeal for
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the
Emergency Fund which will be received at Bethany on
December 20™.

CONSISTORY NOTES
1. Average attendance in Sunday school is 15-20.
2. Children’s Christmas program is Dec. 13 during worship.
A covered dish lunch and birthday party for Jesus will follow
the service.
3. The Children’s library needs book shelves.
4. The Sunday school and youth group are invited to the
Lieberman’s on Dec. 20.
5. All Bethany choirs are rehearsing for the Thanksgiving,
Advent & Christmas seasons. No choir rehearsals on Nov.
25 & 26. No Chapel, Jr. or Cherub Choir rehearsals Nov.
29. Rebecca Kesselring will be the organist Nov. 29.

continued
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CONSISTORY NOTES, continued

6. Staff Relations met with Bruce Hill, Financial Consultant
and Tom Hoffert to discuss the audit of the financial records
& reports of Bethany. He also advised that he will be
reviewing Bethany’s policies and procedures concerning the
administration of its finances and will provide Bethany
recommendations to ensure the church has adequate
safeguards and checks and balances in place for the
protection of the financial assets of the church, the officers of
the church, the consistory, the membership and the
employees who handle the church finances.

7. The committee worked on the 2010 budget and hopes to
have it complete for the Dec. consistory meeting. When
money runs low throughout the year, funds must be taken
from our investments to cover our expenses. This has
happened approx. four times this year.

8. It was recommended by the Staff Relations Committee
that the salaries of paid staff remain the same for 2010. The
committee feels it would be extremely negative to reduce the
salaries; however, Staff Relations will not be adverse to
consider recommending a reduction in staff salaries as part
of an overall Consistory-designed plan to further improve the
financial situation of Bethany.

9. Worship will be decorating for Christmas on Nov. 28.
Consistory voted not to have communion on Christmas Eve.
10. Scrip Cards — Checks take 3 days to clear. Money is
needed in the account to cover the checks to enable Sharon
to get the cards in a week. A motion to place $4,000 in the
account was passed by Consistory.

11. Search Committee — 7 profiles were sent to prospects
for the Pastor’s position.
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PLEASE NOTE: During this flu season, we ask

that you do not shake hands during the Passing

of the Peace. However, we do encourage you to
pass the peace in a manor of your choosing — a

nod of the head, bumping elbows etc.

Also, during the flu season, communion will be served at
the chancel using wafers and communion cups. The pastor
will provide a wafer to the communicant, who will then take a
cup of either wine or grape juice from the cup holder. After
partaking, communicant will then place the cup in a
container that will be located at the head of each of the side
aisles. Elements will be brought to those who are not
physically able to come to the chancel for communion.

Please note that if you are preparing communion, you are
required to wear food-server gloves which are located with
the communion preparation materials. Thank you.

LEHIGH COUNTY CONFERENCE OF

CHURCHES is seeking youth in grades 6-

12 who love to sing and enjoy meeting

other Christian youth from across the

Valley. Individual youth, choirs and

instrumentalist participation is wanted for
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service, Jan. 31, 3
PM at St. John’s UCC, Emmaus. In the near future, copies
of the songs will be available for pick up and rehearsal times
will be announced.

ST. PAUL'S UCC, NORTHAMPTON will present Handel's
“Messiah” (the Christmas portion) on Tues., Dec. 8, 7:30
PM. Rev. Todd Fennell is the director and Brian Snyder the
organist. A $5 donation is requested. Refreshments to
follow.
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CHRISTMAS PEACE PILGRIMAGE - For 50 years during
the Christmas season, people who believe in the importance
of peace have been gathering in Nazareth to walk the ten
miles to Bethlehem. This pilgrimage, symbolic of the journey
of Mary and Joseph, provides all of us, those who walk,
those who pass us on the highway and even those who read
about the walk, with an opportunity to think about what
Christmas really means. If you would like to walk, please
register at www.peacewalk.org/Reqistration (for assistance
in arranging sufficient food and bus transportation) and
include all people coming with you. Participants will meet in
the parking lot at 520 E. Broad St., Bethlehem before 11 AM.
Buses will transport pilgrims to Nazareth Moravian Church
on Center Square.

In addition to the walk, there is a traditional hymn
singing of Christmas carols at the Central Moravian Church
steps. Following the singing, you will walk to the Christ UCC
Church for a simple supper and hear the guest speaker,
Rev. Dr. James Forbes, Jr., President & Founder of the
Healing of the Nations Foundation of NY and Senior Minister
Emeritus of the Riverside Church.

On the night of Saturday, Dec.
12, New Bethany Ministries is
sponsoring the 12" annual
Luminaria Night in many
neighborhoods in and around
Bethlehem. Luminaria Night is
a beautiful and enchanted
evening when all the homes in a
neighborhood line their streets
with luminary bags — white bags with votive candles burning
inside. The proceeds from the sale of the luminaries go to
New Bethany Ministries.
Bethany will be participating in this special night. Our
thanks to Donna Taggart for purchasing the luminaria and
setting them up.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

2 Roger Wagner

4  Charles Bergey

6  Cynthia Cressman 22 Tod Stralo
Edward Shively, Il Sandra Ackerman
Marion Hendricks 23 Scott Keeler
Kristin Ervin Bruce Mason
Arlean Hoffert 24 Judy Barkanic

7  Tom Ridyard Nancy John
Jenelle Petresky 26 Richard Hammer
Byran Roberts Matt Brunner

9  Carol Kreitz Hariett Hoffert

17 Eugene Learn 29 Jack Schaeffer
Esther Nelson 30 Lisa Nguyen

18 Benton Mason

19 Mary Auer Ziegenfus
20 Dick Roberts

If you have an addition or a correction, please call the church
office (610-868-4441). Thank you Cindy
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

1 Barbara Roberts 25 Kristy Robinson
Richard Laubenstein 26 Lisa Stachina
Stephanie Kish Joanne Bauder

6  Robert Ruhe 26 Mackenzie Dudla

7  Gail Hoch 26 Karen Bealer

9  Sarah Wilson 27 Marcie Wolfe

12 Mindy Mason 27 Louise Snyder

13 Margaret Ruhe 28 Sharon Longo
John Knoll Paula Moser

15 Deborah Lee Donald Greene
Travis Leidich Tajera Diehl

17 Todd Costan 29 Darlene Yocum

21 Paul Keeler 30 Audrey Frey

23 Katherine Wright 31 Joanne Walczer

24 Ryan Ortwein Karin Sparling
Robert Mattos
Dale Zellner

Brett Bealer

If you have an addition or a correction, please call the church
office (610-868-4441). Thank you Cindy
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to the following
couples who are celebrating their wedding
%ﬁp}’ anniversary in December and January:
727227)82’8(12’}}

DECEMBER

28 Sue & Earl Stralo
29 Pat & Alan Hale
JANUARY

1 Jo & Fred Munson
30 Karen & Roland Bealer

THOSE WHO WILL SERVE

DECEMBER 6

FLOWERS: open

BULLETINS: open

GREETERS: Need Volunteers

USHERS: Len Kesselring, Tom Hoffert, Roland Grietzer,
Dick Roberts

ACOLYTE: Jackie Tarasuk

LAY READER: Mindy Mason & Tim Rumble

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING READERS: Austin Ortwein &
Margy Sabetti

COMMUNION PREPARATION: Tom Hoffert & Len
Kesselring
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THOSE WHO WILL SERVE, continued

DECEMBER 13

FLOWERS: Betty Johnson

BULLETINS: Lillian Connors

GREETER: Need Volunteers

USHERS: Team 10 — Fred Ackerman, Bob Ackerman,
Linda St. Hilaire, Mackenzie Scott

ACOLYTE: Cameron Haines

LAY READER: Bob Ruhe & Manny Melo

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING READERS: Manny Melo &
Wells Gow

DECEMBER 20

FLOWERS: Cindy Cressman

BULLETINS: Barkanic Family

GREETERS: Ken & Gale Paulus

USHERS: Team 11 — John Knoll, Robert Gehringer, Marcie
Wolfe, Gail Hoch

ACOLYTE: Hailey Lower

LAY READER: Debbie Baum & Josh Baum

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING READERS: Josh Baum &
Dick Roberts

DECEMBER 24
FLOWERS: Poinsettias
BULLETINS:
GREETERS:
USHERS: Need Volunteers
ACOLYTE: Travis Leidich
LAY READER: Len Kesselring & Travis Leidich
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING READERS:
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THOSE WHO WILL SERVE, continued

DECEMBER 27

FLOWERS: open

BULLETINS: open

GREETER: Barbara Backensto

USHERS: Team 12 — Bill & Carol Kreitz, Pam & Moses
Williams

ACOLYTE: Manny Melo

LAY READER: Marcie Wolfe & Courtney Haines

ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS: Jan Smith & Joanne Diehl

THOSE WHO WILL SERVE

JANUARY 3

FLOWERS:

BULLETINS:

GREETERS: Donna & Glenn Taggart

USHERS: Dan Sabetti, Tom Hoffert, Leslie Thrash, Sharon
Haines

ACOLYTE: Kaitlin Nguyen

LAY READER: Carol Kreitz & Cassie Haines

COMMUNION PREPARATION (pew): Amanda Wilson &
Moses Williams
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THOSE WHO WILL SERVE, continued

JANUARY 10

FLOWERS:

BULLETINS:

GREETER: Need Volunteers

USHERS: Team 1 — Judy Barkanic, Dick & Barb Roberts,
Karen Uhler, Andy Uhler

ACOLYTE: Austin Ortwein

LAY READER: Phil Haines & Kaitlyn Nguyen

JANUARY 17

FLOWERS:

BULLETINS:

GREETERS: Margaret Ruhe

USHERS: Team 2 — Dan & Margy Sabetti, Tim Rumble,
Josh Baum

ACOLYTE: Jackie Tarasuk

LAY READER: Flo Heacock & Ryan Ortwein

JANUARY 24

FLOWERS:

BULLETINS:

GREETERS: Bob Bauder

USHERS: Team 3 — Roland & Phyllis Grietzer, Marion
Hendricks, Wendy Glassic

ACOLYTE: Cameron Haines

LAY READER: Diane Diefenderfer & Hailey Lower

COMMUNION PREPARATION: Dan Sabetti & Leslie
Thrash

Continued
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THOSE WHO WILL SERVE, continued

JANUARY 31

FLOWERS:

BULLETINS:

GREETER:

USHERS: Team 4 — Helena Lindquist, Bob Ruhe, Lisa &
Jenna Nguyen

ACOLYTE: Hailey Lower

LAY READER: Dan Sabetti & Jenna Nguyen

ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS: Gale Paulus

NOTE: Bethany’s Penny Party is scheduled for January
23. Save the date!
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7/ DR\
More than a merry Christmas
We wish for you this year,

More than a happy Christmas
With your loved ones dear,

More than the precious hours
With friends who are true,

More than the gifts you treasure
That others give you....

We wish for you the blessing
Of that Christmas Day
When angels sang the story
And stars marked the way.

We wish you joy unending
With much love and cheer...

We wish you peace on Christmas
And through all the year.

All the staff of Bethany wish you all a blessed and
meaningful Christmas Season and a happy and healthy new

year.
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